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Agenda

• Knowing How to Vote
• Defending Against Voter Suppression
• Informing Voters on the Issues
• Question and Answer
• Additional Resources



Our Homes, Our Votes

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income housing renters and advocates. 



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits

501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations ARE allowed to 
participate in voter registration efforts!

501(c)(3)s CAN 

• Register voters
• Educate voters 
• Engage candidates on 

issues
• Get voters to the polls

As long as all efforts and 
activities remain 
NON-PARTISAN!

501(c)(3)s CANNOT

• Make endorsements of any 
political candidates.

• Donate money, resources, 
or time to any particular 
candidate. 

• Any staff engaged in 
partisan political activities 
MUST do so without 
representing the 
organization, NEVER on 
staff time, and NEVER 
using 501(c)(3) resources.





Knowing How to Vote



The Basics: Dates, Times, 
Polling Locations

Every Voter Needs to Know:
1. Polling locations
2. Open and closing times
3. What to bring with them
4. Options for mail-in ballots and early voting



Resources on State-by-State 
Polling Locations and Rules

NonProfit VOTE
• Voting in Your State Resource

• https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/

League of Women Voters
• Address-based voter information

• www.vote411.org

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/
http://www.vote411.org/




Sample Ballots

• How to complete the ballot
• What are the positions that will be on the ballot
• What are the ballot initiatives







Know the Ballot by Entering 
an Address



Pick a race…



Learn More About Each 
Candidate



Further information from 
www.vote411.org



League of Women 
Voters of Chicago



League of Women Voters of 
Chicago: 

We promote active citizens, 
educated voters, and good 

government.



Who We Are....

The League is nonpartisan. We do not 
support or oppose candidates.

We work at all levels - local, state and 
national - educating policymakers and 
the general public on pressing issues 
and we take concerted action to bring 
about positive change.



23Voter Registration

Voting in Chicago

• In order to vote you must be registered
• You can register online
• You can register on election day

• Requirements
• Register where you live
• US citizen
• May need to show ID the first time
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Chicago Turnout Data

Voter Turnout
Date Election Turnout
March 20, 2018 Primary 32.69%
February 28, 2017 4th ward special election 18.74%
November 8, 2016 General election 71.04%
March 15, 2016 Primary 53.53%
April 7, 2015 Municipal runoff 41.10%
February 24, 2015 Municipal general 34.03%
November 4, 2014 General election 48.81%
March 18, 2014 Primary 16.54%
April 9, 2013 2nd congressional special election 11.18%
February 28, 2013 2nd congressional primary 14.60%
November 6, 2012 General election 75.41%



Turnout in 2015 Chicago 
Mayoral Election

• February election: 33%
• April runoff: 40%
• Neighborhood with highest turnout:  19th Ward 

(Beverly)
• Neighborhood with lowest turnout:  15th Ward (West 

Englewood)





Hypothesis About 
Disengagement

• New voters don’t understand that voting is the first 
step.

• Change doesn’t happen as fast as people want
• People forget that sharing on Facebook is not the 

same as voting
• People only complain when their taxes go up





LWVChicago Voter Service

• Registering voters
• Distributing information about election dates and 

offices
• Give presentations to schools and community 

organizations
• Run candidate forums with community partners



Defending Against Voter 
Suppression



Defending Against Voter 
Suppression

• Provide information on Voter ID requirements
• EVERYONE fills out a ballot

• Provisional ballots can always be cast and counted in the 
case of close elections

• Use the hotlines!
• Election Protection Hotline: 

• 1-866-OUR-VOTE
• 1-888-VE-Y-VOTA (en Español)

• U.S. Department of Justice Voting Rights Hotline
• 1-800-253-3931

• The best defense is a good offense!



Informing Voters on the Issues



Voter Guides

• A voter guide seeks to provide voters with general 
information on each of the candidates and the offices 
they will fill.

• Ballot initiatives should be discussed, and CAN include 
an organizational position.

• Things to consider:
• Include general candidate information such as name, photo, 

occupation, party affiliation, contact information, website, etc.
• Can include their responses from a questionnaire. (Do NOT 

coordinate with candidate on including this information)



Information on the 
Candidates

• Survey responses
• The best candidate positions to include for your network 

are the ones that are provided from all candidates
• Picking and choosing quotes can be partisan

• Directing voters to candidates resources
• If providing websites or candidate flyers, make sure to 

include all candidates



Questions?



Additional Resources



Voter Engagement Tools

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO
https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI


New Resource! 
www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org

• Step-by-step voter 
engagement planning 
resources

• Infographics and images 
for use in your materials

• Articles and updates on 
efforts throughout the 
country

• Recordings of previous 
webinar presentations

• Helpful links to 
additional resources and 
information



Upcoming Webinars

Tuesday, August 
21

Voter Mobilization: Getting Out the Vote

All Webinars begin at 3:00pm ET
For more information, please visit https://bit.ly/2KooyTi​

Find previous webinar recordings at: 
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/webinars

https://bit.ly/2KooyTi%E2%80%8B
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/webinars


Our Members Are Our Strength
Please become an NLIHC Member at:
www.NLIHC.org/membership



Contact Us

Joey Lindstrom
Manager for Field Organizing
National Low Income Housing Coalition
202-507-7441
jlindstrom@nlihc.org
Twitter: @JosephLindstrom

Annie Logue
President
League of Women Voters of Chicago
773-835-1059
annielogue@gmail.com
Twitter: @annielogue

mailto:jlindstrom@nlihc.org
mailto:annielogue@gmail.com
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