
Please standby.
We will begin momentarily.



Election Engagement for 
Nonprofits

September 19, 2019



General Logistics

• We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar for 
questions. If you have a question, please use the Q&A 
box in your webinar browser.

• We will provide access to both a video recording and a 
copy of today’s slides to all participants following the 
webinar.

• If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, please 
send an email to Brooke Schipporeit at 
bschipporeit@nlihc.org.  



Presenters

Joey Lindstrom
Manager for Field Organizing
National Low Income Housing Coalition
Twitter: @JosephLindstrom

Tim Mooney
Senior Counsel
Alliance for Justice
Twitter: @AFJTim



Agenda

1. Brief review of Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020
2. Legal considerations for 501(c)(3) organizations

A. Issue advocacy
B. Voter education
C. Voter engagement

3. Question and Answer
4. Upcoming topics for webinars and podcasts



INTRODUCTION



Engaging Voters and 
Candidates

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income housing renters and advocates. 
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1. National housing organization
2. Sends postcards out to a tiny city in North 

Dakota 
3. In October before an election
4. Emphasizing residential zoning law changes 

- a wedge issue in the election for town 
council

5. Has never weighed in on zoning in this ND 
town before
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1. County-wide housing organization
2. Focuses on funding low income housing
3. County Commission vote to increase County 

spending to rehab vacant properties and turn 
them into low income housing

4. In March
5. Not currently a wedge issue for campaign
6. Every time there is a public policy vote on 

housing, this organization has communicated 
a similar message



GOOD FACTS BAD FACTS
� No reference to candidate 

or elections
� Refers to candidate as a 

candidate

� External factor driving timing � Timing motivated by election

� Targets sector of community 
for reason unrelated to 
candidate election

� Targets specific sector of 
community to influence 
candidate election

� Info about org’s core issues 
only, like a leg. vote

� Compares candidate to 
preferred position

� History of similar advocacy 
on the issue

� Emphasize wedge issue 
dividing candidates, esp. for 
1st time
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Legal Considerations for 
Federally Funded 
Organizations

• PHAs can provide registration 
materials as well as help residents fill 
out registration forms. 

• PHA newsletters can and should 
contain information about registration 
and voting.

• Public housing buildings can display 
registration information in common 
areas such as bulletin boards near 
elevators or in community rooms, 
etc.

Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) CAN participate 
in voter registration activities!



Legal Considerations for 
Federally Funded 
Organizations

Federal Funds Do Place Restrictions on Certain 
Organizations: 

• Staff who are paid through AmeriCorps or HeadStart
funding cannot participate in voter registration activities.

• Legal Services groups cannot participate in any election 
activity, even if nonpartisan.

• Recipients of Community Services Block Grant funding can 
participate in voter registration and engagement, but CSBG 
funds cannot be used.

• More information on federal funds and voter registration 
restrictions can be found at: http://bit.ly/1lnQxh7



Questions?



Third Thursdays at Three
Webinar and Podcast Series



Upcoming Training and 
Discussion Topics

1. Developing a voter engagement plan (October 17)

2. Helpful tools and partners (November 21, 2019)

3. Voter Registration Part 1 – Messaging, events, and canvassing (December 19)

4. Voter Registration Part 2 – Registering residents of subsidized housing (January 16, 2020)

5. The role of housing providers (February 20, 2020)

6. Getting candidates on the record – issue surveys, town halls, and forums (March 19, 2020)

7. Educating voters – voting logistics and candidate positions (April 16, 2020)

8. Housing issues and ballot initiatives (May 21, 2020)

9. Overcoming common obstacles to voting (June 18, 2020)

10. The challenge of voting while homeless (July 16, 2020)

11. Voter Mobilization Part 1 – Early voting and vote-by-mail (August 20, 2020)

12. Voter Mobilization Part 2 – Protecting against voter intimidation (September 17, 2020)

13. Election Day! Getting Out The Vote (October 15, 2020)

14. Holding candidates to their promises (November 19, 2020)






